
 

 

 

 

Matthew A. Wikler, MD, MBA, FIDSA,  

Dr. Wikler is a Senior Biopharmaceutical Executive with over 40 years of experience in clinical 

and regulatory drug development.  His expertise spans the full life cycle of drug development, 

from pre-clinical research to Phase 4, including clinical and economic outcomes studies.  Dr. 

Wikler’s approach to drug development is innovative, leading to both regulatory approvals and 

clear differentiation and endorsements of thought leaders.  Many of the innovative development 

strategies have led to changes in the practice of medicine which has clearly benefited patients and 

the healthcare system, ultimately contributing to commercial success. 

As a former Deputy Director at the FDA, he has leveraged his direct experience and has played a 

leadership role for development teams that have secured 20 FDA approvals on initial filing. 

Dr. Wikler excels at clinical development strategy, protocol development, data analysis, problem 

solving, and establishing meaningful relationships with therapeutic experts.  He works well with 

teams, and mentors others to assure a pipeline of new leaders for the future success of the 

pharmaceutical/biotech industry. 

As part of his responsibilities at start-up biotech companies, Dr. Wikler has worked with many 

venture capitalists and has been successful in securing funding for development programs at the 

amounts required to successfully complete the program. 

Throughout his career, he has held leadership roles at major pharmaceutical firms and innovative 

biotech startups, including, Smith Kline, Burroughs Wellcome, Johnson & Johnson, Bristol-Myers 

Squibb, ViroPharma, Peninsula Pharmaceuticals, and The Medicines Company. 

Dr. Wikler also served as CMO for the Institute for One World Health, collaborating with the Bill 

& Melinda Gates Foundation on global health initiatives in South Asia.   

Dr. Wikler is a Fellow of the Infectious Diseases Society of America (FIDSA) and has held 

significant leadership volunteer positions with the Clinical & Laboratory Standards Institute 

(CLSI), including serving on the Board of Directors and Chairing the Antimicrobial Susceptibility 

Testing Subcommittee. He holds an MD from Temple University and did his Fellowship training 

at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania.  Dr. Wikler also has an MBA from the Wharton 

School of the University of Pennsylvania. 

 


